
Women the Real Personalities in Chicago;
Convention Proves Their Place in Politics
.- A

Jhis ¡Year's Progress Forecasts Great
Advancement in Party Councils

Four Years Hence
By Hannah Mitchell

CORINNE ROOSEVELT
ROBINSON stands out as

the woman of the Republican
convention. In fact, she is

.h«s person whom every one there
will remember.

Visitors and delégate? from one

district may f:o home and tell of
hearing Chauncey Depew, others will
rehearse the speech and mannerisms
ef "Uncle Joe" Cannon, others will
describe Senator Lodere. But every

person in the convention, at least
every individual who was in the
Coliseum when the nominating
speeches were made, will take home
something about Corinne Roosevelt
Robinson, "Theodore Roosevelt's sis¬

ter, you know."
Although Mrs. Robinson is well

known in New York and throughout
the East, many of the Westerners
did not know her. I was sitting in
the gallery the day the nominations
were made. Now, in convention time
every one talks to every one else.

It may be Chicago and it may be the
convention, but whoever sits near

you talks freely to you about the

people who are in the limelight.
"That is Theodore Roosevelt's sis-

ter, you know," I was told seven or

eight time? by different informer* in
my section.
"Yes," I said, trying to act grate¬

ful for the information every time.

A Boon to the Writer?«
Mrs. Robinson's speech has been

written about, and she herself has
been described by every writer in
the convention. Personalities that
itood out were so few that the news¬

paper writers rejoiced in Mrs. Rob-
¡yflon. But aside from her furnish-

i.,£ material for special and regular
writers, Mr?. Robinson made an im¬

pression on the people gathered in
the interest? of the party and of
themselves which will be taken to

thousands of American hearthsides
and to hundreds of corner groccry
stores. And the fac that she is
Theodore Roosevelt's sister will serve

only as an introduction.
"We are glad Mrs. Robinson is on

»committee." said a man «">f the New-
York State organization. "We want
to have her cooperation. Then if
anything goes wrong and we need
some women or men brought into
line, we could just have her talk to
them. She's the greatest speaker I
tver beard."
Mrs. Robinson's official place is

that of a member of the State Ex¬
ecutive Committee. She had a guest
seat at the convention in the big sec¬

tion back of the speakers' platform
with Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Long-
worth, Theodore Roosevelt jr. and
hi« wife. There were many celebri¬
ties of the party and the families of
Senators and Representatives in this
«ection. Mrs. Medill McCormick had
« seat just behind that of the Roose¬
velt family. "Uncle Joe" Cannon
was over in the center of the sec¬

tion. Floor Leader Mondell, of the
House of Representatives, and Sena¬
ter Brandegee sat near him.

Her First Appearance
Mrs. Robinson's first public ap¬

pearance was made before a meet-

is? of women. Monday afternoon.
Her 8pee,h was well received, but
a*, reception was overshadowed b>
the ovation given her niece, Alice
Roosevelt Longworth. Mrs. Rob
'¦Mon was an ardent, supporter ol
'he candidacy of Leonard Wood anc

her speech seconding his nominatior
*** ths thing that put her across

*v*n if it failed to get enough vote.'
w nomínate General Wood.
Among the leaders of women It

.fc« p*rty Mrs. Medill McCormicl
».«fbt be chosen as the foremost
Although she resigned her positioi
M chairman of the Republicai
^omen's National Committee abou
* 7ear a^0, »he cam« back witl
-feat forre in the convention.

.t was Mm. McCormick win
I'ted th» resolution passed upoi
*f ths women asking first for ad"
^ut« representation on the execu
,rr« Committee of the national com

""«.., later amended to read "equs
rT>r_t-ntatjon . Mrs. McCormic
*«ot before the rules commltte
*.«¦ Uiia resolution.
T^" decision was not all that th

v'm<-r: leaders wanted, but it w»
*****«t©ry to most of the worn«» W« convention. It provided th.

» tJteeutfve committee should b
.ftrreaMd to fifte-m members, *. vo

¡y,h*m 8>1«.-d not be members o
** nttíonal committee. A ne-

office, that of assistant secretary,
was created and it was understood
that these new places would be held
by women.

Indorsed Mrs. McCormick
The women did not decide upon

their choice for the new places un-

til Saturday morning, when'a meet¬

ing of the council of one hundred,
women chosen from every state, met

and indorsed Mrs. McCormick for
the place of vice-chairman. A meet-

ing, held before the rules commit¬
tee had granted the women any con- '

cessions, was planned to make some

suggestions along this line, but in¬
stead was devoted to speechmaking
and meaningless "getting together,"
which had been pretty well done be¬
fore.

In the work of getting the women
togther Mrs. McCormick is rather
impatient. She herself understands
the Republican organization so well
that she did not seem to realize
that many of the women had never
seen the machinery in action before.
She. the daughter of Mark Hanna,
has lived in the atmosphere of party
organization all her life; it is sec¬
ond nature to her. To many of the
women the convention was simply a

laboratory, a place where all the
study of pamphlets and systems was
demonstrated.

Mrs. John ("Hover South, of Ken¬
tucky, chairman of the women's
division of the national committee
and a de!eg*ate-at-!arge from her
state, fell into line and worked in
the convention as if she were a vet¬
eran. Politics is nothing new to
her. She has been active for a num¬
ber «if years in building up the Re¬
publican party in Kentucky and un¬
derstands the game.
When Governor Morrow repeat¬

edly announced for Frank O. Low-
den when Kentucky was called, Mrs.
South's vote was one of the twenty-
six cast for the Illinois Governor.

Belle of the Headquarters
This leader from the Blue Grass

country is a real Southern woman,
feminine to her fintrer tips and gra¬
cious of manner. She was the belie
of the women's headquarters in the
Congress Hotel, flowers and candy
always being received there for her.

Miss Mary Garrett Hay, as chair¬
man of the Republican Women's
National Executive Committee, was
not satisfied with the recognitior
given the women on the executive
committee. She wanted an equa
number of women put on the com

mittee with the. men and stood b\
her contention.

Miss Hay presented the sufTrag«
plank to the resolutions committee
and as acting chairman of the Na
tionai American Woman Suffragi
Association in the absence of Mrs
Carrie Chapman Catt Will direc
the work for the thirty-sixth stat
legislature's ratification of the Fed
eral suffrage amendment.
Among the women in the con

vention, including those from th
Middle West and the Far West wh
have had suffrage and been in pol
tics for years, New York's repre¬
sentatives stood out as the be«
organized, the most understandin
workers.

Mrs. Livermore's Leadership
Mrs. Arthur L. Livermore .'

chairman of the Women's Stal
Executive Committee was the leade
She was an alternate-at-large ar

was named on several conventic
committees.

"In this convention women mat

the greatest strides they have ev«

made in politics," said Mrs. Live
more after it was all over. "Mo
of us went to learn, as well as

work, to see the machinery wor

ing, and we have come away wi
1 enlarged understanding an<l mai

things to think over.

"It was a marvelous experiene
to see all the interests and factio
struggling for advantage, swecpi
forward now here and now the:

' like a great battle line. Then t
i moment the decision was ma

settling into a new alignment, g
ting ready to work together h

support the ticket.
"Women have a natural renden

to ask 'Why?' to go to the bott.«
< of things and to ta'k things ov
-¦ '1 hey will work harder now berat

they understand how conventic
? function.
g "One contribution of the worn
i which several of th»- men have m«

t tioned, was good humor. 1
*¦ nuisances and disromforls, the h«
-« arid other disagreeable features
f the convention wer« received by
v women in good part. They w«
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r~THE Republican Woman's
¦*¦ Executive C o m m itte f.
Seated, left to right.Mrs.
Margaret Hill McCarter,
Kansas; Miss Mary Garrett
Hay, New York; Mrs. John
G. South, Kentucky, and
Mrs. Josephine C. Preston.
StawUug, left to right.Mrs.
Florence C. Portt r, Mrs. C.
A. Severance, Miss Maude
Wetmore, Mrs. George IF.
Reinecke and Mrs. Raymond

Robins

ready to adjust, themselves to all
exigencies.

Consulted the Women
"1 noticed a chance in the atti¬

tude of the men toward the women
in politics in this convention. The

z&tsy/vo </*/.__-¦ .»///.Li KTMn-ro

MRS. JOHN T. PRATT, of
***¦ Neiv York, who came to
the front as av effective
¦worker at the convention

men wanted to know what the wom¬
en thought, what they were going

j to do on every question. Hereto-
fore their attitude has been one of
toleration. This time they made us

welcome.
"The action relative to places on

the executive committee is to my
mind superb recognition. I believe
that there are few women gome
away from the convention with any
ill feelings. Certainly there is
none on the men's part toward the
women.

"former Governor Willis of Ohio
voiced the spirit of the nun toward
the women when he said,'Now, boys
and girls, let's nominate Senator
Harding!' They have taken us in
as members of the party, not as

women.

"The women are leaving the con¬

vention in a happy state o* mind.
Incidentally their spirits are good,
but their voices are weak. We have
all talked until we're hoarse."

A New Star
A new star'among the women in

politics dawned in the convention.
She is well known in New York
both socially and politically, and her
introduction to national politics
found her one of the most popular
women in the convention. This was

Mrs. «John T. Pratt, of New York.
Mrs. Pratt was n mem lier of the

ways and means committee and
evinrr.il ability and practical knowl¬
edge in the work of that body. She
is enthusiastic about her work and
believes in women's taking part, in
the organization where they are bent
fitted to be of "service.

New York's two women delegate-',
Miss Helen Vnrick Roswell and Mrs.
Florence Krinpp, received recpgfni-

JlflSS LACRA SKINNER, |-*-* of Nt tc York, who saus

women learned a lot at the
convention

\JRS. KRANK DODSON, ;
1 of Iowa, won the ad-
miration of the entire con-
vention by her clever work

tion in their official positions and ns

representative women from 'he-
state. In summing ¡71 the conven¬

tion Miss Boswell sj id
"We are going home with a good

solid Republican ticket of real
American origin.

To Seven Conventions
I have beer, to seven Republican

conventions, and never before did I

see more than three women dele¬
gates on the floor. To have advanced
from three to twenty-six ¡s a* great
gain, Another noticeable foatur* of
he '.«.'omen's re] ental on *.« as he

qua; 11 y of the women delef ates Many
of them were v om< n who have been
interested in the party for a lone
time. The first day 1 wenl to the
convention 1 saw Minnie Nielson
from Minnesota. She tins been a

Republican for years. She is state

i&^c/í T-ftcMPfÖ/* ß/ro~ro

I MRS. DOUGLAS ROBIN-
" -* SON'S speech was one of

/? r features of the conventw

Il MRS- FLETCHER DO- !
l -*1 BYNS, one of the vom-

en leaders

the convention and officiating at the
graduation ceremonies of the Home
Economics School in Syracuse, of
which she is dean.

A Better Teacher >ow
"If I had stayed for the gradua¬

tion I should have meant something,
j of course, to the girls whose work

I have watched for the last few
years. But I feel that my decision
to go to the convention was wise
because I can be more to the girls
who are in school and to those who
are leaving as well, from the experi¬
ence I have had in the convention."

Mr?. Rosalie Loew Whitney, of
the New York Women's State Execu¬
tive committee, was in the New York
group of women. She is getting
ready to work in the coming cam¬

paign and is known to be one of the
New York women's star speakers.
"We have swung pretty far in

this nomination," she said. "Al¬
though I wasn't satisfied at first, I
have become reconciled. As we

rode thi'ough the farming country
of Indiana and Ohio on the way
back to New York I realized that
this so-called reactionary ticket was
what the country needed and that

I it was what the people wanted.

The Ticket for the Time
"Everybody wants to get his feet

back on the ground, and I believe it

M' *'. ARTHCR L. LIVERMORE, of New York,
women made great progress at the convention

sa ys

,vor vendent of schools in Minne¬
sota and an able woman.

Part of the Party
"In this convention we got away

from the temporary attitude that
women should be interested in poli¬
tics only because they had been en¬

franchised. The men accepted the
women as part of the party. In the
N."a York il» legation we had the
same latitude as the men and re¬

ceived the same treatment the men

did."
Mrs. Knapp's expression on the

convention was that she felt intense¬
ly gratified that she had gone. When
she was elected delegate she had to
make a decision between attending

will take this kind of a ticket to do
it. But we mustn't think we can

carry out this program on every
ticket. The states will need to nom¬
inate Republican men who are of the
more progressive type.
'The convention was a cross sec¬

tion of American life. I think it
did all of us Easterners good to get
acquainted with our Western broth-
ers and sisters personally. My hus-
band is from the Middle West. He
has been in the Hast so long that
he had gotten out of touch with the
Middle West. This is just a littli
thincr, but it. serves to bring up f

whole train of reminders and re
fresh his memory on the Middle

! West and its ways. He said to mi

MRS. MEDILL McCORMICK, wife of Senator McCor¬
mick, and their Two children

one day when it was very hot: 'See
that man out there carrying an um¬

brella in the sun. I had forgotten,
but that's the way the men in the
Middle Western small towns always
do in summer.' "

On the New York delegation
trains going and coming from the
convention the women did not upset
the customs of the men or make
them uncomfortable with an air of
prudery. They didn't mind the
smoking in the cars, and within a

few hours after the start out of
New Y'ork any men who may have
regrettçd that the women were on

the train found that the women

were not in their way at all.
Among the New York women who

attended the convention, all of whom
were active and interested, were

Mrs. Ruth Litt, Mrs. Charles Sabin,
of the State Executive Committee;
Mrs. Courtlandt D. Barnes, of
M anhasset; Miss Mary Cahoon, of
Ausable Forks; Miss Laura Skin¬
ner. Mrs. Charles S. Whitman. Miss
Florence Wardwell and Mrs. Eli
Hosmer, of the Women's Executive
Committee, and Mrs. Claudia Q.
Murphy.

To Talk It Over
The New Y'ork women will hold a

meeting to tell about the convention
to-morrow afternoon at their bead-

quarters in the Vanderbilt Hotel.
Mrs. Macdonald DeWitt will pre¬
side.
The women who went to the con¬

vention as alternates from New
York .State were Mrs. Livcrmore,
Mrs. Ebba Winslow, Marion Mon-

ninger, Virginia O'Connor, Estelle
D. Bush. Mrs. Olive Stott Gabriel,
Nellie Wilson, Elizabeth Cudmore.
Caroline L. Iselin. Katherine Ham¬

mer, Myrta Hanford, Mary Cahoon.
Florence Ward well, Cora West

Diven, Mrs. Zada Ferry Walker.
Mrs. Helen May Hosmer, Miss Ada
Schenk, Miss Mary Lorbick Felton,
Mrs. Grace Parker, Mary B. Jepson
and Elsie Blum. Mrs. Marie P.
Hoffman was in the delegation as a

supporter of Hiram Johnson.
Miss Laura Skinner, in discussing

the women's accomplishment, said:
"I am not wholly satisfied with the

women's part in the convention.
Now, understand. I am not dissatis¬
fied with the place the men gave the
women in the convention. Their
attitude was splendid. But I feel
that the women failed to grasp many
of their opportunities. Of course,

their lack of experience in conven¬

tions and the fact that they did not

realize how completely the men had
accepted them may account for their
failure to take their opportunities.
The women leaders did not get to¬

gether enough. I myself am a? much
at fault as the others. The next
time we shall be better informed as
to our nlace."

A Question of Judgment
The criticism was made by many

of the women that the leaders spent
too much time on the suffrage plank
and in seeking equal representation
on committees and not enough upon
the reljl issues, such as the League
of Nation? question and the more or

less important business of selecting
a Presidential candidate.
Of course, most of the women were

novices in national conventions.
Once in a while they would get wor-

ried because a number of men had
4

their heads together over something
seemingly imp«*-rtant and secret,
On several occasions investigation
proved that these little informal con¬

ferences were over where something
wet could be found.
"Morale" meetings were held by a

number of delegations which had
women in their membership just to
make the women feel more at home
and that they were in things. N«>
business of importance was accom¬

plished at these, but they were car¬

ried on with formality ami great
show of importance.

Chicago society paid attention to
the showing the visiting women ma«i**
in the convention. Elaborate din¬
ners, luncheons and teas were given
every day. The visiting women

would have ha«l time for nothing ex

cept teaing and dining if they had
accepted everything that was -y^vrod
them. Even some of the Pcmovatla
women in Chicago were hostesses to
the Republican visitors.
Among the Chvag«» women who

showed as a splendid campaign
worker as weil as an organizer was
Mrs. Fletcher Dobyns. She was one
of the prominent hostesses because
of her position as state executive
chairman of Illinois women an«) as

head of the women's division of thi
Lowden campaign.

Mrs. Dobyns seconded the nom . ».

tion of Governoi Lowden.
In the Pre«»« Box

A group of women about whom
little has been written and much ha%
been said »a-' in the press section.
James Preston, super .- if

the United States Sei «*. gal¬
lery, who was in hargi of
vention press -..

had never known the nev pel
the country to send so mai y w

writers to a convention. P« n

the gallery were a- »ten
having Fannie Hurst pc *

them as they wen in knowing where
Chauncey Depew was sittii :-

One of the most unusual women in
the press section was Miss Janet
Holmes Stewart, of "The Phila le
phia North American.'' Miss-
Stewart is a rare person, an assist¬
ant managing editor on a great daily
newspaper. There nave always been
great women writers, but seldom do
women attain the executive ar.d en¬
tona! jobs in the newspaper world.

Sortie of the \J riter«
Dorothy Dix, Elizabeth M-.rer

King, Jar.«- D: .on. Gene LaMotte,
Ruth Neeley, Ideóla Allan«! and a

number of other women writers were

in this section.
Ever;.- ne t ml ry knew

: hat William Allen White was in
he But '¦';¦ a few pel
sons realized that "The Emp :

Gazette" was represented most of
the tine by Mrs. William Allen
White. "Sally" White is an attrac-

ti-.?, keen-minded woman, who wa.

I very popular with all who met her.
Every new-paper man or woman

knows that being a writer and be¬
ing a reporter may be .1 very «:.'
ferent thing. That is why so it

of them smiled wbei one woman
sent «to "cover" the convention bei
cause she had made a hie reputation
as a writer of fiction was heard ;o
explain :

"Oh! why did 1 come? How can

any one have rhetoric in this rush?"
-:


